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Richard son F l a t T a i l i n g s
Summit C o u n t y , U t a h
T h e R i c h a r d s o n F l a t T a i l i n g s S i t e conta ins a p p r o x i m a t e l y t w om i l l i o n tons of m i l l t a i l i n g s , which have been genera t ed bynearby metal m i n i n g o p e r a t i o n s . The s i te i s c u r r e n t l y ownedand o p e r a t e d by U n i t e d Park C i t y M i n e s (UPCM) and was mostr e c e n t l y used f o r t a i l i n g s d i s p o s a l d u r i n g t h e per iod o f 1 9 7 5to 1 9 8 1 . The s i t e covers a p p r o x i m a t e l y 160 acres and l i e sw i t h i n a t o p o g r a p h i c d e p r e s s i o n . A n a l y t i c a l da ta i n d i c a t ee l e v a t e d c onc en t ra t i on s o f arsenic , cadmium, ca l c ium, c o p p e r ,l e a d , magne s ium, mercury, s i l v e r , sodium and zinc in thes u r f a c e a n d s u b s u r f a c e t a i l i n g s . E l e v a t e d concentra t i on s o farsenic , c o p p e r arid lead were f o u n d in s u r f a c e water s a m p l e sf r o m S i l v e r Creek, which is used to irrigate pa s tur e land andh a y p r o d u c t i o n f i e l d s wi th in three mi l e s o f t h e s i te. H i g h -volume air s a m p l i n g at the s i te was used to document airr e l ea s e s o f arsenic , cadmium, lead and zinc. H i g h windsdur ing the s p r i n g and summer months create c l o u d s of airbornet a i l i n g s mater ia l which are v i s i b l e wi th in the town of ParkC i t y ( p o p u l a t i o n 4 5 0 0 ) .
T h e P r e l i m i n a r y A s s e s s m e n t a n d S i t e I n v e s t i g a t i o n ( P A / S I )began in J u n e 1 9 8 5 . The s i te was eva lua t ed us ing the H a z a r dRanking S y s t e m which r e s u l t e d in an overal l m i g r a t i o n routescore o f 3 9 . 1 3 . . T h e Richard son F l a t T a i l i n g s s i t e w a srecommended for i n c l u s i o n on the N a t i o n a l P r i o r i t i e s Li s t inJ u n e , 1988 . A c o o p e r a t i v e agreement has been p r o v i d e d to theS t a t e o f U t a h t o n e g o t i a t e t h e Remedia l I n v e s t i g a t i o n a n dF e a s i b i l i t y S t u d y ( R I / F S ) with t h e P o t e n t i a l l y R e s p o n s i b l eP a r t i e s ( P R P s ) .

An e x p a n d e d PRP search has been p e r f o r m e d and S p e c i a l N o t i c eL e t t e r s ( I 2 2 e ) were sent i n F e b r u a r y , 1989. H o w e v e r ,a d d i t i o n a l s i t e e v a l u a t i o n s must b e p e r f o r m e d b e f o r e t h e 60-9 0 d a y r e s p o n s e f r o m P R P s ( t o t h e N o t i c e L e t t e r s ) b e g i n s .
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